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Doggie Do’s and Don’ts

• Puppy Proof the house:  Be aware that puppies will eat anything.  They can even 

ingest plastic bags.  They will play with a bag and when they take a deep breath it will 

could go deep into their airway and cause them to choke.  Puppies can learn quickly 

to open doors and therefore they can get into the dangerous cleaning products under 

your sink.  In some breeds, if they get too much food they can “bloat”.   Bloat is a 

condition that if there is too much in the stomach, it can twist and require surgery. 

Keep the puppy away from Christmas tree as well.   Rocks are a favorite also.  You 

can avoid these pitfalls by keeping the puppy in a puppy-proofed area when you are 

not there to monitor him. Here is a real bummer1 puppies can get electrocuted by 

chewing on cords.  This is why house proofing and monitoring your puppy is so 

important.    Oh, and watch for missing golf balls.   I have seen golf balls pass or be 

successfully removed through surgery. As for the tennis balls1the glue that is used to 

manufacture them will wear the enamel off their teeth.  Once broken and chewed into 

pieces, they can ingest parts of the tennis ball and I know for sure that will land you in 

the emergency office, if you get there in time.  Tennis balls can kill, just as anything 

swallowed that can block the intestines.  Make sure any ball they play with is clearly, 

too large to get caught in the throat.  No cooked bones either, they can splinter.  A 

good chew toy, is a compressed rawhide bone, a Kong, or Nylabone toy.  Busterballs 

are good also. Anything that releases food bits while the dog plays with it, will occupy 

them for a while.  Cheese or peanut butter in a Kong toy will do the job as well.  When 

picking toys for your dog, think about what, on the toy, is an ingestible possibility. 

Take note of similarities in dog toys, verses household items1does the stuffed animal 



dog toy look like your child’s favorite stuffed animal?  Does the rope toy look like your 

curtain ties?

• Counter tops:  Most people tend to use the kitchen for the isolated room for the new 

puppy.  Be aware that when you cook in there, all is fair game in a puppies mind. So, 

do not leave knives on the counter top.  A larger breed dog could jump up and flip that 

knife onto the floor.  We hope it misses the dog on the way to the floor.  Not to 

mention1 if the dog decides to “taste” the knife1remember it has good smells on it. 

Back to the counter top, watch the food you are preparing up there.  Trust me, your 

dog is watching.  Even if you think your dog is well trained, sometimes the temptation 

is just too much for an opportunistic predator.  A lot of our foods will make a dog sick. 

Not to mention, if your pup is going through a bout of Giardia1you could get sick as 

well, if they touch your food without you seeing them.  Also, if you are still dealing with 

the jumping on the counter problem, make sure your stove top is off when the dog is 

in the kitchen1however, this is self correcting.

• Country living:  Tiny puppies can be lifted up, and away, by hawks so therefore, 

keep your eyes on your pup if loose outside for a bathroom break.  The coyotes are a 

problem also for these little guys.  Small dogs are a target, if left outside with fences 

less than 7 feet tall. If you are considering a fence1fencing without cross wire makes 

it difficult for other predators to climb up and over.  Coyotes can still jump, so take a 

look at your environment.  If you have a doggie door, your pup can have a chance of 

survival by running back inside at the sign of trouble.  A covered dog run is best if you 

are in this predicament.  Foxtails can be a huge problem as well. They can become 

embedded in the skin, ears, anal glands, nose and mouth.  Once embedded, infection 

can set in and cause complicated medical problems.  

 

• Travel:  I am going to get on a soap-box over this one!  Here it is:  If you are one of 

those people who allows your dog to ride in the back of a pick-up truck, you can be 

held responsible for contributing to an accident or fatality should the dog get out in 

some way and interfere with traffic. Lets say, your dogs gets thrown out of the truck or 

jumps out.  It doesn’t matter.  You wouldn’t believe how people will do everything in 

their power to miss hitting that dog.    People do die in this type of pile up.  I have 

witnessed this trauma for myself. In the case that I witnessed, the driver actually had a 

net over the back of the bed but somehow the dog still launched itself into traffic.   As 

for restraining your dog inside your car, there are several types of restraining devices. 



Should an accident occur, your dog will be safer restrained, just as you are. Vehicle 

restraints also prevent your dog from bolting out of the car when the doors are 

opened.  It can get complicated when you are transporting your dog somewhere and 

are having a hard time leashing the dog to get him out of the vehicle.  Always attach 

the leash to the collar first before unhooking the restraining device.  Any time a dog is 

loose in traffic, or in public, it is a hazard!    The police department will also tell you 

that if the dog gets loose in an accident, they may have to exercise extreme measures 

to keep the dog from causing a pile up on the freeway, which could cause more 

fatalities.  Lastly, never leave a dog in a closed vehicle in moderately hot 

temperatures.  This can cause heat stroke and death.   Temperatures can reach 

deadly limits in as little as 10 minutes when confined to a closed vehicle in direct 

sunlight, even with the windows cracked.  So, try to avoid taking your dog with you, on 

errands, in the heat of the day.

• Food allergies:  Some of this information is taken from “The Bottom Line” Vol. 27 

Apr.2006.  Grapes and raisins have been associated with kidney failure in dogs.  The 

symptoms are diarrhea and vomiting.  Chocolate is toxic to dogs.  Sugarless gum and 

candy made with the sweetener, xylitol, can cause rapid drop in blood sugar, which 

could lead to seizures and loss of coordination.  Onion, garlic, and other allium spices 

may damage dog blood cells.  Macadamia nuts can cause temporary paralysis of the 

dog’s hind legs as well as vomiting, loss of balance, and tremors. Poinsettias are a 

gastric irritant for dogs and mistletoe can cause low blood pressure and heart collapse 

if ingested.   If you suspect any of these conditions, you can call the ASPCA, at 

1-888-426-4435.  Be ready to head to the vet clinic as well.  As soon as you 

acquire a pet, it would also be a good idea to know where your closest 

emergency clinic is located. . Just in case the unexpected occurs.


